
HAINES-AARONSBURG MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 18, 2026 

 

 

                         

ATTENDANCE: Derek Hart Chairman, Ian Smith Vice- Chairman, Lyle Stover Assistant 

Secretary/Treasurer, Kody Orndorf Board Member, John Miller Solicitor, Ross Torquato 

Buchart Horn Engineering, Bryan & Jodi Muthler System Operators, Kimberly Claar Office 

Administrator, Residents Lucas Stover & Randy Ream. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:   Chairman Derek Hart called the February 18, 2026, meeting of Haines-

Aaronsburg Municipal Authority to order at approximately 6:30p.m. The meeting was held in the 

Haines-Aaronsburg Municipal Authority Office Building located at 337 E. Aaron Sq. in 

Aaronsburg, Pa.  The call to order was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Lucas Stover addressed the Board to discuss & resolve the waterline 

that runs through his basement. Discussion was had, and the Board and System Operator 

provided some options for a resolution. 

 

MINUTES APPROVAL:  Ian Smith moved to approve the regular monthly minutes as 

presented for January 21, 2026.  Motion was seconded by Kody Orndorf and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

 

OFFICERS REPORT: At the end of January, there was a water main break. The leak was 90 

gal/minute, 130,000 gal/day at the height of the leak. It took several days to locate the leak, but 

with the help of Rob Woodring, Kody Orndorf, Ian Smith, System Operators Jodi & Bryan 

Muthler, and a piece of equipment from Curt & Lyle Stover, we were able to locate the leak. 

Thank you to all that help on some of the coldest days, and a big Thank You to Lauren Smith for 

opening her home and providing warm food and drinks.   

 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Kimberly Claar presented the Treasurer’s Report dated February 

18, 2026. Derek Hart moved to pay bills and approve the Treasurer Report and Credit Card 

Statement as presented. Motion was seconded by Lyle Stover and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

  

ENGINEERS REPORT:  Ross Torquato, Buchart Horn Engineers reported:  

1) Water Treatment Plant Project 

Buchart Horn File No. 79012-00 a) As of February 17, construction activities are continuing to 

wind down. Shannon Gerst of Aria Filtra completed another few days of training, along with a   



3-day performance test for the filters. The performance test was acceptable, and the final report 

will be forwarded to BH and HAMA once it is done.  The plant is currently operational. There 

are a few remaining items that still need to be addressed, including the chlorine pump shelf and 

the replacement orthophosphate pump installation. These items will be completed and finalized 

when Shannon returns for the first CIP run, which is anticipated within the next 35 to 40 days. 

Additional work completed over the past month included finishing the insulation of the utility 

water piping, clean-up & removal of Mobile Treatment Facility, clean-up & removal of 

temporary electrical & control wires, installation of the propane tank level monitors & 

appurtenances, start-ups, etc. The following construction items are as follows:  

i) Electrical – Start Up and Commissioning       98% Complete 

ii) HVAC          98% Complete 

iii) Interior Finishes            98% Complete 

iv) Plumbing              98% Complete 

v) Steel Mezzanine            100% Complete 

vi) Permanent Microfiltration System        97% Complete 

vii) SCADA and VFDs            80% Complete 

viii) Chemical Feed Equipment          75% Complete 

Overall, the project is in its final completion phase, with only commissioning and specialty 

system work remaining.  

b) In the past few weeks, there have been two issues that arose.   

One, the utility water line became frozen around 2/6. Sippel mobilized the following week and 

worked through this past Monday to thaw the line. The line was insulated, as well as the meter 

pit. The utility water line is ready to use.   

Second, a leak was identified in the CIP tank during that same week. Between February 4 and 

February 17, the tank level dropped approximately 23%, confirming leakage.  

The CIP tank will be pumped out next Monday, February 23. The tank will then be properly 

dried and ventilated. After that, we will conduct a full inspection with the contractor. The 

corrective course of action will be determined based on the findings of that inspection.   

As the project progresses into next month, the contractor will complete the substantial 

completion punch list. Project closeout documentation and associated actions will proceed, 

including processing of the final pay application and PENNVEST requisition.   

 

Recommended Action: Approval of CO 7 PV Budget Changes. Approval of new PV Pay 

Requisition No. 22. 

 

2) Water Well Rehabilitation Project – Phase II  

Buchart Horn File No. 79012-00  

 

a) There are a few items that need to be done for the generator that will be put on the WTP 

Punch List.  Recommended Action:     None. 



 

Derek Hart moved to approve change order #7 for Penn Vest budget changes. Motion was 

seconded by Ian Smith and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

 

Derek Hart moved to approve Penn Vest Pay Requisition #22 for $557,095.98. Motion was 

seconded by Ian Smith and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

   

OLD BUSINESS:    

Generator Service Contract and Extended Warranty – A decision will be made at the March 

meeting. Preventive maintenance starts one year after start-up. Ross to get the start-up date. 

 

Punch List items to be reviewed and addressed at a later date. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

Derek Hart moved to approve moving forward with the current billing system upgrade to a 

cloud-based service. Motion was seconded by Ian Smith and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

 

SYSTEM OPERATORS REPORT:  Jodi Muthler requested to purchase a 540 Technologies 

listen device for the approximate amount of $7,199.00. This will allow for quicker leak 

detection. 

Derek Hart moved to add an agenda item to approve the purchase of leak detection equipment. 

Motion was seconded by Ian Smith and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

 

Derek Hart moved to approve the purchase of the requested listening device. Motion was 

seconded by Lyle Stover and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

 

SOLICITORS REPORT: None   

 

ADJOURNMENT:   Derek Hart motioned to adjourn the February 18, 2026, meeting at 

9:13pm. Lyle Stover seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

Vote:  D.Hart-Yes; I.Smith-Yes; K. Orndorf-Yes; L. Stover-Yes 

 

 


